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CHAP,    great force upon the pass one night.    Narayan made a

. _ *  .^ gallant defence,  but being overpowered by numbers he

A.D.     was killed, together with several of his officers;  and his

1503.   troops,   finding   themselves  without  a  leader,   took  to

flight, being followed for some distance by the enemy.

Trimumpara, upon learning of the defeat and death of
Narayan, collected all his forces, and engaged the enemy
in a pitched battle; but his small army was soon over-
come, whereupon he retired, with his few remaining
troops, and the Portuguese under his protection, to the
island of Vypin. Again the Zamorin sent to demand
the surrender of the Portuguese under his protection,
offering in return to cease hostilities and retire from the
territories of Cochin. Trimumpara, however, continued
faithful in the midst of his dangers and difficulties, and
indignantly refused the demand. The Zamorin, being
greatly enraged at this, ordered the city of Cochin to be
burnt, and he then went to besiege Vypin. This island,
however, possessed many natural facilities for defence-;
and the small force which the King of Cochin had been
able to take with him proved more than a match for the
Zamorin's**superior numbers. After several unsuccessful
attempts to capture the island, as the winter season was
now approaching, the Zamorin raised the siege and re-
turned to Cochin, which he fortified with a ditch and
rampart; and, having left a strong body of troops there,
he departed for Calicut, intending to renew the attack
after the Onam festival in August.

On the defeat of Narayan many more desertions took
place from Trimumpara's army, and amongst these de-
serters were two Italians who had, by Dom Manoel's per-
mission, accompanied Dom Vasco da Gama to India ir
his second voyage.

Whilst these events were happening in India and else-
where, preparations were being made at Lisbon for the
dispatch of another expedition to India. King Dom
Manoel fully recognized the fact that, so long as the